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a great shot in his entrails, and he fell flat on my
breast. This accident entirely bereft me of all dis-
cretion; I redoubled my cries, which were drowned in
the noise of the battle; and finding myself disregarded,
lost all patience, and became frantic. I vented my rage
in oaths and execrations, till, my spirits being quite
exhausted, I remained quiet, and insensible of the load
that oppressed me.
The engagement lasted till broad day, when Captain
Oakhum, finding that he was like to gain neither honour
nor advantage by the affair, pretended to be undeceived
by seeing their colours; and, hailing the ship with
whom he had fought all night, protested he believed
them Spaniards; and the guns being silenced on each
side, ordered the barge to be hoisted out, and went
on board of the French commodore. Our loss amounted
to ten killed, and eighteen wounded, most part of whom
afterwards died. My fellow-mates had no sooner dis-
patched their business in the cockpit than, full of friendly
concern, they came to visit me. Morgan ascending first,
and seeing my face almost covered with blood, concluded
I was no longer a man for this world; and calling to
'Thomson with great emotion, bade him come up, and
take his last farewell of his comrade and countryman,
who was posting to a better place, where there were
no Mackshanes nor Oakhums to asperse and torment
him.
" No/* said he, taking me by the hand, " you are
going to a country where there is more respect shown
to unfortunate shentlemen, and where you will have
the satisfaction of peholding your adversaries tossing